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[bookmark: _GoBack]Theories of Inequality
The Uses of Poverty
What is Gans’ point about inequality?
	According to Herbert Gans’, poverty is criticized more in the current society as compared to the political machine. Gans’ explains the importance of the poor by providing different functions of poverty. He says that poverty has social, economic, and cultural importance that makes the society remain as a whole considering there are different social classes which define peoples’ status quo. Even though Gans’ intake towards the functions of the poor seem to be controversial, he is vividly explaining how the poor have continually suffered from inequality, poor life-styles and receiving poor services. It is important noting how Herbert Gans’ is trying to provide eye-opening detailed information of how poverty has continued to affect people since little is being done to avert it from the society. The rich are coming up with ways to suppress the poor to maintain their status quo. Gens’ “Functions of Poverty” provides evidence of how the society managed by social-classes work to have the poor survive. For example, providing work at low wages, maintaining the sales of poor goods like day-old bread, secondhand clothes, allowing healthcare facilities providing services to the poor to be handled by poorly and incompetent professionals, and so on. This makes poverty to remain rooted in the society since little measures are made to reduce it and everyone to enjoying equality.
Why do we “need” the poor? Explain
According to the article, the poor are important as they help provide “dirty work” services at low wages even when they are underpaid. Poverty has ensured subsidization of economic activities. This is wholly benefiting the affluent as it makes their life easy through acquiring services and goods at cheaper rates. The poor as well sectors like healthcare to improve immensely through being objects of research and practice in teaching. The poor help to create job opportunities to professions meant to serve them for example medics, faith healers or protect the society like the police. Poverty has contributed much to the economy as goods intended to be on the market for a short period still go for them hence prolonging the economy. Examples of such include the fruits and vegetables and deteriorating automobiles and others. Additionally, ensuring a continued provision of services by old and incompetent professionals like lawyers and medics. The presence of the poor provides an opportunity for the society to prove its legitimacy upholding its norms. The society uses the poor as “bait” who are punished despite abiding with the law. They as well serve a culture hero with cultural function. The rich use their cultures by listening to music produced in earlier years portraying certain cultures. Examples of such music include country music, rock style music and blues.  The rich are guaranteed of remaining on top of the social statues as long as poverty is in the society. Being on a higher level is the most important thing that the American society put more focus on. This has made many people search for wealth through illegal activities in areas affected with poverty such as providing goods and services. The poor are known to participate in politics more than any other group. They contribute more towards the American political process which determines the kind of leaders to be on power even without the knowledge whether the leadership will serve them right. Basing on the functions of the poor to the society, Gens’ has shown their contribution to the society which must not be the case as everything can be obtained without exploiting the poor. Poverty should not be used for the benefit of certain groups known to be on top of the social class while as the poor population comprises of a larger population. 
Marx- Theory of Social Inequality
What are some of the common beliefs about what causes inequality?
Over the years, social inequality has been believed to be caused by issues like unemployment or poor quality of jobs which limited an easy access to individuals having decent income. Lack of adequate education and skills is another factor that is considered to bring social inequality as people with low levels of education are disadvantaged as they can not get best jobs and lifestyles like other well-educated ones. In other instances, gender has been a more spoken issues rendering to social inequality. Women have been considered to lack the essential competency to compete with their men counterparts. Moreover, having many of the occupations being dominated by men, women stand no chance of competing with them fairly. 
How do these contrast with Mark’s views?
The beliefs to some point differ with Marx opinions. Marx says that the main cause of social inequality is based on fight between the capitalists and industrial working class. This brings forth the differences in opportunities acquired by individuals in these two opposing classes. It is easy for individuals in the capitalist class to acquire any opportunity like good education, health and so on with much ease as compared to the proletariats. A proletariat will be required to work extremely hard to reach a social class of another individual in the capitalist class. 
What is the foundation of the inequality according to Marx? 
[bookmark: _Hlk61991292]According to Marx, the control of productive resources brought about inequality. He referred it to as the means of production where the social class comprises of two groups which include the owners of means of production and laborers or workers. The class consisting of the owners is referred to as the capitalists’ class or bourgeoisie while that of workers is known as industrial working class or proletariat. The workers are known to lack basic resources. This forces them to work for the bourgeoisie who have the resources and wealth.  The workers are expected to submit themselves to the ruling of the capitalists without questioning as they have no choice. They are in charge of the production of economic wealth through providing their labor which in most cases do not reflect on the pay they receive. However, the capitalist class is the ruling class as it controls the state. Marx says, the class does not necessary hold the political position, but holds governing position through making sure those in power meet their interests. In this case, the government system is created to protect them, their properties and privileges. 
How would Marx explain race inequality? Is racism the cause?
Marx argues that the capitalist class consists of a few who exploit many. Racism and oppression of the minorities is observed through having the oppressors being in power. Over the years, racism was developed after enslavement of African-American who were denied freedom and worked for the whites. Direct slavery helped to pivot the bourgeois industry with the slaves working for the capitalist class without any pay. According to Karl Marx, the centrality of race was under the capitalism rule with slaves working for their masters.  
How would Marx explain gender inequality? Is male chauvinism the cause?
Marx argument on male chauvinism causing gender inequality is based on false consciousness among people. False consciousness is considered as situations when people are incapable of recognizing inequality, oppression and some times exploitation in a society dominated by capitalists. This has made many women feel inferior especially when trying to compete with men who have dominated in almost all positions. Such notions have continuously oppressed women, making them believe they are not required to rule or led the society in any way. These are among the issues which have brought about gender inequality in the society leaving out many women and only a few rises strongly to positions they can compete equally with men counterparts. 
According to Marx, why does inequality just go away? What is it that makes it persist?
Marx states that a society is comprised of two opposing classes that form a system. The capitalists live to exploit workers giving them shares of the profits and sometimes force them out of their businesses. The workers have no option other than providing labor to the capitalists since they lack resources to run their businesses. It does not matter the little share they get but what will help their family to survive. Bourgeoisies and workers come and go which means that the nature of the system is never going to change anytime in the future. Some workers incidentally acquire enough resources and they become bourgeoisies but majority remain to be workers as their only way to survive hence making social inequality to persist. 

	
	

	
	


